Coast Guard, DOT

equipment and repaired. If it is beyond
repair it must be destroyed in the pres-
ence of the Coast Guard inspector.

(d) Each lifeboat winch electrical
control apparatus is opened and in-
spected.

(e) Where gravity davits are in-
stalled, it must be demonstrated that
the lifeboat can be swung out and low-
ered from any stopped position by
merely releasing the brake on the life-
boat winch. The use of force to start
the davits or the lifeboat winch is not
permitted.

(f) Inflatable liferaft containers are
examined for defects and the inspector
verifies that the inflatable liferafts and
hydraulic releases, if installed, have
been serviced at an approved facility in
accordance with the provisions of sub-
parts 160.051 and 160.062, respectively,
of this chapter.

(g) All other items of lifesaving
equipment are examined to determine
that they are in suitable condition.

§169.247 Firefighting equipment.

(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation and at such other times as con-
sidered necessary all fire-extinguishing
equipment is inspected to ensure it is
in suitable condition. Tests may be
necessary to determine the condition
of the equipment. The inspector veri-
fies that the tests and inspections re-
quired in Tables 169.247 (a)(1) and (a)(2)
of this subchapter have been conducted
by a qualified servicing facility at least
once every twelve months.

(1) Hand portable fire extinguishers
and semi-portable fire extinguishing
systems are examined for excessive
corrosion and general condition.

(2) All parts of the fixed fire-extin-
guishing systems are examined for ex-

cessive corrosion and general condi-
tion.
(3) Piping, controls, valves, and

alarms on all fire-extinguishing sys-
tems are checked to be certain the sys-
tem is in operating condition.

(4) The fire main system is operated
and the pressure checked at the most
remote and highest outlets.

(5) Each firehose is subjected to a
test pressure equivalent to its maxi-
mum service pressure.
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TABLE 169.247(A)(1)—PORTABLE
EXTINGUISHERS

Type unit Test

Discharge. Clean hose and inside of
extinguisher thoroughly. Recharge.

Weigh cylinders. Recharge if weight
loss exceeds 10 pct of weight of
charge. Inspect hose and nozzle to
be sure they are clear.

Examine pressure cartridge and re-
place if end is punctured or if car-
tridge is otherwise determined to
have leaked or to be in unsuitable
condition. Inspect hose and nozzle
to see they are clear. Insert
charged cartridge. Be sure dry

Dry chemical (car-
tridge-operated
type).

chemical is free-flowing (not
caked) and chamber contains full
charge.

Dry chemical (stored
pressure).

See that pressure gage is in operat-
ing range. If not, or if seal is bro-
ken, weigh or otherwise determine
that full charge of dry chemical is
in extinguisher. Recharge if pres-
sure is low or if dry chemical is
needed.

See that pressure gage, if provided,
is in operating range. Recharge if
pressure is low. Weigh cylinder.
Recharge if weight loss exceeds
10 pct of weight of charge. Inspect
hose and nozzle to ensure they
are clear.

HALON 1211 or
HALON 1301).

TABLE 169.247(A)(2)—FIXED SYSTEMS

Type system Test

Carbon dioxide or
HALON 1301.

Weigh cylinders. Recharge if weight
loss exceeds 10 pct of weight of
charge.

§169.249 Pressure vessels.

Pressure vessels must meet the re-
quirements of part 54 of this chapter.
The inspection procedures for pressure
vessels are contained in subpart 61.10 of
this chapter.

§169.251 Steering apparatus.

At each inspection for certification
the steering apparatus is inspected and
operationally tested to determine that
its condition is satisfactory and that it
is fit for the service intended.

§169.253 Miscellaneous systems and
equipment.
(a) At each inspection for -certifi-

cation all items in the ship’s outfit,
such as ground tackle, navigation
lights, compass, etc., which are re-
quired to be carried by the regulations
in this subchapter are examined and
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tested as necessary to determine that
they are fit the service intended.

(b) Approved work vests, where car-
ried, are inspected as provided in
§169.556.

§169.255 Sanitary inspection.

At each inspection for certification
and reinspection quarters, toilet and
washing spaces, galleys, serving pan-
tries, lockers, etc., are examined to de-
termine that they are serviceable and
in a sanitary condition.

§169.257 Unsafe practices.

(a) At each inspection for certifi-
cation, reinspection, and at every other
vessel inspection all observed unsafe
practices and hazardous situations
must be corrected.

(b) At each inspection for certifi-
cation and at every other vessel inspec-
tion the bilges and other spaces are ex-
amined to see that there is no accumu-
lation of oil or other matter which
might create a fire hazard.

§169.259 Limitations of inspections.

The OCMI may require that a vessel
and its equipment meet any test or in-
spection deemed necessary to deter-
mine that they are suitable for the
service in which they are to be em-
ployed.

Subpart 169.300—Construction
and Arrangement

PLANS

§169.305 Plans required.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section the owner or
builder shall, before the start of con-
struction or before the initial
inspeciton of the vessel, submit to the
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection of
the inspection zone where the vessel is
to be inspected, at least one copy of
each of the following plans:

(1) Midship section.

(2) Outboard profile.

(3) Inboard profile.

(4) Arrangement of decks.

(5) Lifesaving equipment installation
and arrangement.

(6) Machinery installation.

(7) Electrical installation.

(8) Fire control plan.
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(9) Fuel tanks.

(10) Piping systems.

(11) Hull penetrations and shell con-
nections.

(12) Lines and offsets, curves of form,
and capacities of the tanks including
size and location on vessel.

(13) Masts, including integration into
the ship’s structure.

(14) Rigging plan showing sail areas
and centers of effort as well as the ar-
rangement, dimensions, and connec-
tions of the standing rigging.

(b) For vessels less than 65 feet in
length, the owner may submit speci-
fications, sketches, photographs, line
drawings or written descriptions in lieu
of any of the required drawings pro-
vided the required information is ade-
quately detailed and acceptable to the
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection.

(c) The Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, may waive submission of
some or all of the structural plans
called for by paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion for an existing vessel with a his-
tory of at least 5 years of safe oper-
ation, or if the design and construction
of the vessel are essentially similar to
a vessel which has a proven record of
safe operation in similar service upon
similar waters.

§169.307 Plans for sister vessels.

Plans are not required for any vessel
which is a sister ship to a vessel, pro-
vided that—

(a) The approved plans for the origi-
nal vessels are already on file at any
Marine Inspection Office;

(b) The owner of the plans authorizes
their use for the new construction;

(c) The regulations have not changed
since the original plan approval; and

(d) There are no major modifications
to any of the systems used.

HULL STRUCTURE

§169.309 Structural standards.

(a) Compliance with the standards es-
tablished by a recognized classification
society will, in general, be considered
satisfactory evidence of the structural
adequacy of a vessel.

(b) Masts, posts and other supporting
structures are to have adequate



